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“WHEN I WAS YOUNG OH THEN, OH THEN!” 


In a recent shipment of lovely 
old dolls from England, a quaint 
cardboard figure, 9” high ‘was in- 
eluded. The humor of this ancient 
dame has not been dulled by the 
years, and by putting the first two 
fingers through the holes in the 
thick cardboard, and down into 
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It’s too bad that such unex- 
pected treasures come so rarely 
and then only in singles. We can’t 


the tub, it looks all the ‘world like 
her knobby knees and the foot-bath 
is on in dead earnest. 

On the back of this paper doll 
cut-out, in hand-written script as 
old fashioned as the hand-painted 
costume, the following verses are 
still partly legible: 


When I was young oh then, oh then; 
When I was young... 

As many bright stars as these... 

As many young fellows, | ' 
For I was a beauty then. 


When I was young oh then, oh then; 
When I was young, I was comely. 
I combed my hair and... 
For I was a beauty then, oh then, 
i] For I was a beauty then. 


When I was young oh then, oh then; 
When I was young; 
When a fiddle struck up I was lively 
Qnd ss 
Then with dancing all night how I... 
For I was a beauty then. 


But now I am old, good lack, good lack; 
But now I am old, good lack; 
4 I am troubled with corns, and a touch of 
the gout; 
Still, my feet inatubI can paddle about; 
For all I’ve a pain in my back, my back; 
For all I’ve a pain in my back! 


. indicates missing words. 


play favorites so: first order gets 
her No. Tl, $15.00. 
Say, maybe you could make one! 
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THE VERDICT THRILLED ALL! 


There’s scant danger of getting 
into a rut when new dolls, new 
customers and new requests are 


always winging our way. When 
longtime doll friend, Mrs. Ben- 
jamin Franklin, wrote ‘help - help’ 


we rushed to her rescue with just 
the doll of which she had dreamed. 

As close friends and civic as- 
sociates, the Franklins were near 
to the Wedells, so, when Justice 
Hugo Wedell of the Kansas Su- 
preme Court came to retire, Mrs. 
Franklin dreamed up “an English 
jurist in swig and robe” as table 
decoration and _ their personal 
birthday gift to the honor guest. 

"Twas a surprising success! We 
decided to afford a cut for you all 
to see how impressive His Honor 
appears midst crystal and candles, 
pretty linens and petit chou, pieces 
of silver, but no bribery! The 
baseball had siznificance too; it 
seems ‘big time’ bascball was one 
of the loves in his past, a sport 
that could well have been valuable 
schooling for a great American 
Judge. 


STRANGER THAN FICTION 

Once upon a time, back in April 
of 1909, an intrepid American 
naval officer named Robert Edwin 
Peary definitely became the first 
to reach and record conditions at 
the North Pole. He was past fifty 
at the time, with a brilliant record 
of past achievements. We were 
led into reading quite a bit about 
this great engineer-explorer when 
a@ composition headed old com- 
memorative doll in his likeness 
came Kimport way. 

It was advertised, sold, traveled 
from Missouri to California, re- 
turned as being a bit unattractive; 
other possibilities of sale had sort 
o’ accumulated. Now, on the very 
day the fur clad ‘Admiral’ came 
back, there was a letter from-—the 
daughter of Admiral Robert E. 
Peary, hoping against hope for this 
doll, about which some Doll Talk 
friend had told her. For once, we 
did not fill orders in sequence. Any 
one of you would have said, ‘Cer- 


since it was to be a gift for the 


‘ 


tainly, let her have it,’ especially * 


very old lady, her mother, who 
was the wife of the North Pole’s 
discoverer, born 1856, and died 
1920. 


—— 


RE. SKELETONS 

Donelda Wyzenbeek sends in a 
friendly correction concerning the 
grim clay and coilwire skeleton, 
as in last Doll Talk. She says— 

“These are not used like the 
Judas dolls, but are used as are 
so many articles, even bread and 
cakes, made in shape of skeleton 
and coffins on November ‘Dia de 
los muertos’ (Day of the Dead).” 
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= BACK BAY ARISTOCRATS 


In the Boston Sunday Post of 
last February 6th, appeared one 
of the more dignified, factual and 
interesting stories of a doll eol- 
lection. “Art and Antiques” is a 
regular Post feature department, 
and this time under the sub title 
“Who’s Who in Dolldom of Yes- 
teryear,” Mrs. Earle E. Andrews 
was the subject. Currently presi- 
dent of our twenty year old club, 
‘Doll Collectors of America, Inc.’, 
her own interest in doll collecting 
' pre-dates that by a dozen years. 


Mildred Housen, who wrote up 
the interview won’t mind if we 
pass on a few paragraphs: 

“Most_of these dolls of yester- 
year are play dolls—some in ex- 
to tatters by their former owners. 
They are lady dolls—not children 
of the period—andinclude rag dolls 
(the folk doll of America) wooden 
dolls (the early dolls made on the 

ontinent), and the 18th and 19th 
@iorecy popular models in papier- 
mache, wax, china, and bisque. 


“It doesn’t take long before we 


melt before their charm and Mrs. 
Andrews’ enthusiasm. They be- 
come real people and we are soon 
referring to them by such endear- 
ing terms as ‘Little Rhody’. Mary 
Ann Sherman, for example, was 
brought from England on a mer- 
chant ship by Royal Sherman for 
his daughter in 1820. She is one 
of the Penny Wooden type, so- 
called because children could buy 
them with their own pennies. A 
large one, 25 inch Mary Ann, is 
jointed at the knees, hips, elbows 


and shoulders. In her lacy panta- 
lets and chemise she cuts a fine 
hour-glass figure, topped by a long 
neck, rosy-cheeked face with 
painted curls and high back comb. 


“But the doll every little girl 
yearned to call her own in the 
early 19th century was the wax 
doll, first made for play by the 
Montanari family of England. Alice 
is made of poured wax (you can 
see light through it) and has a fine 
head of real hair, eyebrows, and 
lashes, imbedded, strand by strand, 
with a hot needle, according to a. 
process the Montanaris invented. 
Her eyes are icy blue—preferred to 
brown after Victoria came to the 
throne. Every doll has its day, 
however, and Alice and her kind 
often had to cede their place in 
little girls’ affections to the china 
doll.”“In this category there are 
pedigreed ones: marked with the 
cross swords of Meissen (circa 
1720). Another aristrocrat, with 
3a brown glazed china head, bears 
the mark, KPM (Konigliche Por- 
zellan Manufactur) in blue under 
glaze on the inside of her front 
shoulder.” 


Then, there was china headed 
‘Sophia. Smith”, named for the 
founder of Smith College and 
“Miss Flora McFlimsey” named 
for the society ‘woman who in- 
spired a poem, “Nothing to Wear”, 
(Harpers Weekly, 1857; Jumeau 
twins are in complete hoop-skirted 
finery of 1868, and of course, many, 
many more who would well de- 
serve their pedigree in the bluest 
of books. Aren’t YOU sort o’ self- 
satisfied to be in the know on such 
a haughty hobby? Hear, Hear! 
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Brom one of the most remote 
and little known spots on the 
globe comes another shipment of 


queer driftwood carved dolls. 
Pitcairn Island, refuge of the 
Bounty mutineers, is the source of 
the unusual and grotesque figures 
actually carved by a direct des- 
cendant of the original Fletcher 
Christian. These dolls stand 
about 8%” in height, with penciled- 
in faces, all dressed in native 
trader’s prints. They offer a unique 
talking point for any collection 
and though certainly not attrac- 
tive, they are worthy to grace any- 


one’s grouping of dolls from al- 
most inaccessible places. Men No. 


297, and women No. 297A are $495 
each. A few with chipped toes or 
hands, special at $3.75 each. 


Libusa of Czechoslavakia was a 
doll line we had marked down as 
“discontinued by Iron Curtain” 
but lo and behold, recently we re- 
ceived another shipment of these 
cunning peasant girls, so maybe 
there is hope for “peace on earth” 
after all. Libusa is dressed in 
typical old world costume, includ- 
ing red kerchief, big puff sleeves, 
multicolored flowered bodice, sash 
and apron, crimson. skirt and 
high black boots. Body is of 
nicely stitched cloth and her rosy 
cheeked, blue eyed head is well 
modeled in composition. This Bal- 
kan lass in 8” size is No. 203D, 
$5.95- 
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Our Missouri trio of Mark Twain, 
Tom Sawyer and Huck Finn have 
long been favorites of all you 
folks but now we can proudly add 
a touch of feminine appeal to this 
group with the advent of Miss 
Becky Thatcher, the newest model 
in this captivating series. This 
Sweet lass with a mischevious 

inkle in her eyes stands just 
under four inches on her smooth 
wood base. Her pink dress and 
blue sash with ankle length ruf- 
fled panties mark her as a perfect 
little lady just right to offset two 
such “roughnecks” as Tom and 
Huck. Becky is No. 168B, $2.50, 
while Tom with fishing pole, No. 
168T and Huck with knapsack, No. 
168H are also $2-50 each. Mark 
Twain in white linen suit and 6” 
tall is No. 168M at just $2-95. Bet- 
ter get all four. 


Not real late arrivals but solid 
Standard stock are the following 
doll items. Rough hewn visaged 
Hans of Holland, whose ‘wood 


carved face is a real work of art 
comes in 8” size, complete with 
wooden shoes, black felt “Dutchie” 
cap and silver belt buckles. An 
old man with a twinkle in his eye 
and disarming personality, No. 
800B, $8.50. 


From the Natal district of 
South Africa we recently received 
a repeat shipment of “QGurki,” 
that funny, four inch fellow we 
first offered you about a year ago 
with the sage suggestion that his 
jointed, chocolate brown com- 
mercial body could be posed to re- 
semble an eager “Charleston” ad- 
dict. While the doll itsef is no 
doubt European made, his fur and 
beadwork are really done by the 
Swazi tribe, a fierce, primitive 
group of the Great Bantu people. 
Gurki, No. 1028S, $1.95. 


DOLL T 
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Only recently we were fortunate 
enough to obtain some old stock 
from a Chinese importing house 
of the silk immortals from pre- 
‘communist China. Undoubtedly 
this stock of dolls is now irreplac- 
‘able but we offer it to you at the 
‘original Kimport prices. The set 


ANCESTORS ACCUMULATE 

Evelyn Schnitzer is American, 
.80, like so many of us United 
*States citizens, she and her hus- 
~band have progenitors from all 
«over Europe. “Ancestor Dolls” is 
ther pet project, and gathering 
therein are some of the most fasci- 
nating folk! There are Swiss who 
settled in Penn’s Woods long be- 
fore the Revolution; Alsatian, Eng- 
ish, and one great grandfather 
‘who was a Polish musician. Fries- 
Jand and Bohemia are homelands 
of other forefathers—doesn’t it all 
sound picturesquely-friendly? 


“velyn also wrote: “I have a 
©~ “3xeh bisque doll sitting on one 
<2 the two chairs in my small room 
that serves as library, sewing and 
workroom. When my big orange 
eat thinks I’m not looking he ups 
and cuddles down on this doli’s 
lap!” ' 


of nine paper and silk padded dolls 
represent the Eight Immortals and 
Lao Tze. The faces are of hand- 
painted curving silk as are their 
garments and four have real hair 
beards. Set of 9 in 5%” size are 
No. 438X, $2.95. More elaborate 
ten inch set, No. 423AX @ $7.50. 


But DOLLS In The Background  .- 
Irene Nielsen is the (family) gal | | 
whom we think about first when 
an old bisque doll in original for- 
eign costume comes our way. Her 
listing of “Has” is now so impres- 
sive that most of ours can now ® 
routed elsewhere. Neilsen dollars 
are not so different from those 
allotted to other family budgets. 
Along with an irresistible snapshot 
of lille No. 3, Mrs. N. explains: 
“Don’t think I’ve given up for- 
eign dolls. They are just sort of 
‘cold storaged.’ Our two cases of 
special dolls still are in the front 
room—they are sort of obscured 
by a very large playpen filled with 
two soft dollies, two bears, one 
giraffe, an elephant, a circus pony, 
one French poodle, one ‘dog,’ one 
puppy! Sometimes two cats (Milli- 
cent Beastly and Cat Masterson) 
get into the act, too, if I don’t see 
them first.” | 
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WITH VISION 


Along the great wide streets of 
Salt Lake City, mountain water 
pubbles clear and cold in the foun- 
tains at all downtown street 
corners. There are the Temple, 
the ‘Tabernacle, vast business build- 
ings where copper and beet sugar 
and railroad empires center, as 
well as the Mormon Church or- 
ganization offices. The Bee-Hive 
House where indomitable Brigham 
Young housed his wives and fami- 
lies is the most story-bookish of 
all to a “gentile” or non-member. 
Every house, built generations ago, 
could tell strange tales. To one 
with imagination, the past is over- 
powering in its bleakness; the de- 
mands of church and clime, the 
heartaches, the co-operation, faith 
and successes of a united folk can 
be felt-even™in the imposing lux- 
ury of Hotel Utah. 


We McKims usually go through 
Salt Lake City one time each year, 
and once we drove out into the 
suburbs to call on Mrs. Laura 
Christensen McCurdy Clark—and 
her dolls. There would have been 
no way to appreciate the huge un- 
dertaking of this elderly lady, had 
we not been undsrstandingly forti- 
fied with all pioneer blood of our 
own, and a certain knowledge of 
frontier determination that liter- 
ally made “the Desert Blossom, as 
a Rose!” 

In ample spaced rooms there is 
set up a display of something over 
a thousand dolls, all grouped in— 
well, here are the classifications 
which ambitious Laura C. lists on 
her stationery: 

“Parade of Fashion, Cave Man to 
the Present” 


“Folk Dress of the World” 
“One World Diramatic Episodes of 

History” 
“Provincial Dress 

Spain” 

“38 First Ladies of America” 
“Bible Women” 

“The Crusades” 

“Rare and Glorious Boy Dolls” 
“American Dolls” 

Mrs. Clark calls her collection, 
“The Historical Institute of Dolls 
Museum.” She claims as a 
goal project, to bring out books 
that will cover these subjects, 
illustrated by pictures of her own 
collection dolls. 


and Life of 


CHOO-CHOO RAMBLINGS 

On El Capitan stationery, but 
still with blue-blooded Massachus- 
etts ink in her fountain pen, Mrs. 
Charles Benson writes from her 
train, speeding across New Mexico, 
to us, in mid-west Missouri! 

“IT left Massachusetts about two 
weeks ago with—guess what—for 
reading matter. Yes, I gathered 
up all my back Doll Talks and 
put them into the suit case that 
I carried with me. ‘Wish you could 
have seen the expression on my 
friends faces as they offered to 
pick out magazines for me to read 
on. the train; I just brought out a 
Doll Talk and told them I had 
enough to keep me interested for 
a trip. around the world! One 
wouldn’t realize how much you 
can get out of that little maga- 
zine until she read them over and 
over again. Just wanted you folks 
to know what I am immediately 
up to, so ‘bye for now, back to my 
reading and so to speak, ‘Out of 
this world again’!” 
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The generation later lady has the@® 
word “Julla” on the back of her 


Fashions change in dolls, even 
as they do in furniture, jewelry, 
architecture and the thousand 
things we use in daily life. That’sa 
trite truism, but because of it’s easy 
acceptance, we who go in for doll 
study have such a grand time 
tracing and dating these changes. 
As I sit here at my desk, con- 
templating the wax, leather and 
wooden, the many composition and 
ceramic kinds,—why every seper- 
ate one could stand alone with— 
with, well, it’s here imagination 
teams with your knowledge of the 
type and period things that group 
with such a doll. 


Straight ahead there just hap- 
pens to be a trio that could cer- 
tainly be three generations. First 
there is porcelain-eyed, pretty little 
“Mary, Mary” only 16” tall, circa 
1868. She is so pert, so resource- 
ful-looking, might be polishing the 
silver tray to serve charlotte russe 
to her guests! M. M.’s wax coated 
head is of unusual modeling, with 
two curls both front and back of 
the bow atop her gold colored 
hair. The ribbon, also waxed and 
modeled-in, shows _ considerable 
of it’s original wine red _ color. 
Pierced ears with glass bead 
-“drops”; wooden arms; composi- 
tion high booted legs, all in splen- 
did condition. We definitely be- 
lieve original, dainty dress with 
overskirt. One eye has a small 
inconspicuous mend. No. A739, 
$32.00. 


head,—so we've called her “Julie.” 
She’s a big 23” bisque and com- 
position,—sounds ordinary, BUT 
there is that name, and no “Ger- 
many,” pierced ears, sleeping eyes, 
modeled eye-brows, aside from the 
expected parted lips and good old 
mohair wig. She wears a darling 
old iwoolen wrapper. The body 
is the so-called “pregnant” one, 
and her swivel, wrist hands, all 
perfect, have widely separated 
slender fingers. Julie is a blue- 
eyed beauty, circa 1890. Could be 
sitting in a fussy old reed rocker. 
No. 708, $35.00- 


Then too late to be an antique 
at all, but a collector item, is 
“Annette” of the Diones in chubby 
12” toddler size, the sweetest series 
perhaps-~-ever~ put out by Mme. 
Alexander. Real hair, shoulder 
length, done with roll top curl; 
sleeping eyes with lashes; butter- 
cun organdie frock and bonnet, 
white slippers and _ socks; gold 


name pin,—and her advertising | 


booklet. No. A737, $15.00. 


We had no pictures for that 
random three, but now to identify 
the family groups. Tiny “1” is 
the pair of Mary and Joseph, 18th 
century Spanish with exquisite 
saintly heads, rich coloring in 
their carved draperies; arms miss- 
ing, on original old bases 4” high. 
No. A157, $25.00 the pair. 


“2”, the other small Spanish 
carving that happened to group 
here, is Santa Rosa de Lima, even 
older. Six inches tall, it too has 
missing forearms but unusual 
coloring of old ivory, seal brown, 


OE —————————— eee mre 


ae ee 


— sr 


SS ee ee eee es eo ee 


gold and a touch of carmine. No. 
A158, $22.59. 


“3” identifies heavily waxed “Her 
Ladyship,” enthroned in her own 
old chintz covered basket cradle, 
complete with it’s half-moon pil- 
low, sheets, blanket and fringed 


er tot with blonde real hair, early 

ype blue glass eyes, and deep, 
plumply modeled shoulders with- 
out a single crack line. This type 
wax is really durable. All hand- 
made garments, the elaborately 
paneled dress of christening type. 
A signed document with it, states 
that the doll and hooded cradle 
were dressed by a titled lady from 
Hendon, England, “given to me 
in 1878.” No. A571, $72-50. 


We really started to group dif- 
ferent types of china heads, but 
here, with 7 away, is “4” who, not 
only is one of the many old high- 
brow styles, but a clock work 


er: The doll is an 11” slen- 


throat, long, 


mechanical. Yes, she walks with 
slightly lifting brass feet when 
wound with the hugh key, marked 
“England.” She halts sometimes, 
we are not mechanically minded, 
but is all original with brown 
leather hands and_ delightfully 
trailing costume of plum color 
taffeta with panels and caplets in 
ivory, deep blue and moss green, 
all gilt edged and studded with 
old metal sequins. 11%” tall, No 
A434, $90-00. 


Maybe not dressed by a duchess, 
put definitely an English resident, 
“5” was also pictured in the June 
1954 Hobbies Magazine; the Lon- 
don story by Mrs. Fawcett. Rare 
modeling as around the eyes fea- 
tures both upper and lower lids 
built out. This would have been 
the mold to tempt the ceramic 
artist to carve out an eyeball space 
and put in “glass,” but hers are 
painted blue. You see her slender 
graceful arms, ma- 
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genta bow-gartered legs, all are 
original on slim hand-sewn body. 
Dressed in white mull with tucks, 
insertion, laces, a lovely china 
with quite different hair, she is No. 
A310, $75.00. 


“6” has a fresh and youthful 5” 
head, perfect with petal pink 
cheeks and a white line, center 
part, extra plump rounded curls 
on either side from wide top down. 
21” she was a Charleston, W. 
Virginia doll, dates 1865 to 70; old, 
high shoe legs but H. D. D. H. 
arms; dressed in blue velvet waist 
with silk foulard flounced skirt. 
No. A447, Special $42.50. 


“7” is a good buy, for one with 
such knobby curls and then the 
dress is truly a treasure. She is 
17” creamy textured china. Mary 
Todd white line center part; nice 
coloring, but there’s an old mend 
up across the shoulder to the base 
of the neck. This does ‘not show in 
her very old, high-necked gown, a 
dress of rose-brown bombazine and 
velvet. Limbs are new, from 
Humpty Dumpty. Dignified and 
sweet. No. A421 priced $26.50. 


“8” Georgiana has a very early, 
deep-sloping, shouldered head that 
is perfect and ever so prettily 
painted with the little pink lines 
above the eyes; dates about 1850. 
The head is 5 inches high; old 
body could be original. It is the 
store type with rose Morocco 
boots made right on the legs; 
china arms are from Humpty 
Dumpty and she has been re- 
dressed in old rmwine-colored satin 
a nice bustle-back style though, 
that is becoming; 24% inches tall. 
No. A84, priced $45.00. 


“9” you can see is blonde and od 
later modelthanthe many different 
styles with vertical curls. She still 
was not cast in the most common 
low-brow mold; having two curled 
puffs atop and a twirly little ring- 
let in back, just above two other 
curls at the nape of her neck. 444” 
head, circa 1885, 20” doll; arms 
and legs from H.DDH. No. 
DA496, $25.00. 


Same head, one size larger, and 
later as it is marked “Germany,” 
20” doll has old arms and legs that 
are perfect, but smallish. This 
blonde which came from a “Qua- 
ker” collection was dressed about 
20 years ago as a portrait of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Fry (1780-1845) famous 
for prison reforms in England. 
No. A729, $28.00. 


Now, plus a dozen “littles,”— 


-nothing over -$12.00,—all- under 5 


inches. 

Doll house gentleman, smallest 
size, 454” series, side parted hair, 
handsome profile, all original A636, 
$12.00. e 
His sweet little wife, all perfec 


also with original arms and legs} : 


dressed No. A637, $10.50. 


2%” bisque jointed boy with 
modeled bobbed hair, cute old 
clothes A637B, $3.00. 

AND, cute tiny 1%” bisque 


jointed baby in lace trimmed old 
bassinet basket. No. A638, $4.50. 

3” old, high glaze, Frozen Char- 
lotte, with blonde curls, gilt shoes 
and green line bow garters,—one 
hand broken off and gone! No. 
A766, $2.00. 

Lovely painting, pink lines ete. 
on high glaze 4%” Frozen Char- 
lotte. 1860, high brow, jet hair 
style; toes broken off one foot, 
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. ut she still stands firmly. Of 


course a long dress would hide 
this. No. A614, $8.50. 


4%” old German bisque kewpie, 
stamped “O’Neil” and this one is 
especially collector class on ac- 
count of having blue topped white 
sox, and shiney black slippers with 
bows! If you know your ol’ Kew- 
pies, they came bare footed! No. 
A625, $7.75. 


4%” wndressed, all bisque with 
swivel neck and hidden hip and 
shoulder joints. Clover-pink rib- 
bed stockings and black strap 
slippers, all nicely modeled; blue 
painted eyes; new mohair wig is 
blonde. No. A564, $5.00. 

41%” brown bisque, ordinary qual- 
ity, marked Germany; a curved 
leg, jointed baby, dressed mighty 


~H’'’™ fantyyetwenty-five-.years..ago._in 


lavender organdie,—hence, “Li’le 


Hyacinth.” No. A765, $4.95. 


4%” cute little size, china headed 
lady; ordinary but pretty and 


poke bonnet, lined skirt, etc. No. 
A767, $2.50. 


3” parian, dear little girl in all 
ceramic clothes, pantalette frills, 
orchid frock under white, cherry 
dotted pinafore; arm outstretched; 
an “Alice” band through her blonde 
hair; red shoes. Little flaw in 
one cheek, so, No. AIW, $7.50. 


4” Spanish or Mexican is an in- 
teresting terre cotta lady in all 
original old silks and net gar- 
ments. There’s a red scarf modeled 
through her lady style hair. One 
leg has been mended at the thigh, 
some tiny old fingers are gone. 
She’s artisticly different. No. A498, 
$10.00. 


@-:: dressed by her owner; 


2%” “Slave Boy” is a very old,— 
at least 1835,—wooden with cord 
joints at hips and shoulders—an 
odd little one of a kind, handmade. 
No. MA535, $7.59. 

That’s a real baker’s dozen, so, 
"Bye now, till next time! 


USEABLE AND TEACHABLE 


Beatrice Hiles writes from her 
home in fPennsylvania for the 
Godey Doll Book—because: “I do 
have a few patterns and do some 
making and dressing of oldfash- 
ioned dolls. When I am feeling 
up to it, I have a class of about 
ten little girls who love to make 
doll clothes. It is a sort of side- 
line hobby to cut out everything 
I can that has anything on dolls. 
Someday, I hope to assemble a 
scrapbook for fun and for refer- 
ence, too.” 


_—_——_ 


“LIKE A NEW LIFE” 

Mrs. Mabel Shepherd of a small 
town in Illinois, is accumulating 
some really good dolls via the bud- 
get plan. She writes: “I’ve learned 
to repair play dolls and now some 
others. The money for this service 
goes into my own doll collection 
fund.” For free, too, Mrs. S. ex- 
hibits for church or club groups, 
but this may show some gift or 
cash results too—we hope so. Of 
course, we feel better acquainted 
too, when she finishes a letter this 
way: “I’m the mother of six sons, 
all married, and now I am the 
grandmother of 18! Now that the 
children have moved along, I still 
enjoy them, of course, but there 
is time for the Doll Hobby which 
fits in like a new life.” 
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MARY E. WEIDMAN 

“Miss Mary E. Weidman, a long- 
time doll lover and_ collector, 
passed away in April. Her friends 
and acquaintances in this hobby 
were legion and we feel they will 
be interested in knowing a little 
about .this fine old lady. 

A retired school teacher, she was 
well advanced in age, but her 
eager interest, keen mind and 
sprightly activities would put 
many of her former pupils to 
shame. She enjoyed people and 
the numerous organizations to 
which she belonged knew they 
could always count on Miss Mary 
to attend meetings faithfully and 
to do her part in any of their 
projects. At the.time of her death, 
Miss Mary was President of our 
Club and had recently given a 
most interesting talk on tin-head 
dolls. This year, our Doll Window 
project is dedicated to the Memory 
of Miss Mary E. Weidman, char- 
ter member of the Parkersburg 
Doll Collectors Club, a dear, dear 
friend whom we all greatly miss.” 

—Helen M. White 


P.S. A story of Mrs. White’s 
Memory House Doll Museum was 
in May 1955, Hobbies Magazine. 


JUDGE NOT? 

Miss Armstrong, DeGraff, Ohio, 
Bent in a folio of “Wee Pieces for 
Wee Speakers” which were as old 
fashioned a lot of jingles as the 
hame might imply. Shades of ye 
last day of school in Grade I! Miss 
Lambs’ lengthy, moralizing lines 
in her “The Broken Doll” start out 


“An infant is a selfish sprite; ] 
But what of that? the sweet 
delight 
Which from participation springs 
Is quite unknown to these young 
things.” 
‘Get it?—Or are you, too, part of 
this generation geared to Pogo, 
Donald Duck and Davy Crocket? 


Most of these Christmas recita- 
tions were syrupy and stilted but 
here are three verses from “The 
Doll-Baby Show,” by one George 
Cooper who must have been a 
pa-pa! 

“Our doll-baby show, it was some- 
thing quite grand; 

You saw there the loveliest dolls 
in the land. 

Each girl brought her own, in its . 
prettiest dress; 


Three pins bought a ticket, and. 


= oe ‘Tess. 


“We sat in a row, with our dolls 
in our laps; 

The dolls behaved sweetly, 
met no mishaps 

No boys were admitted—for boys 
twill make fun; 

Now which do you think was the 
dolly that won? 


and 


“Why, each of us said that our 
own was the best, 

The finest, the sweetest, the pret- 
tiest drest; 

So we all got the prize. 
vite you to go 

The next time we girls have our 
doll-baby show.” 


We'll in- 


Oh well, that’s an idea fox you 
girls who are scheduled to serve 
on some forthcoming awards com- 
mittee. Best o’ Luck! 


DOLL TALK 


published for dell enthusi- 
asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is $1.00 

two years. 

Address: 
KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 

PSE ES SSR SS PSST ee ee 
You are invited to the annual 


KIMPORT DOLL EXHIBIT 

At the big EMPORIUM (needle- 
work department) in downtown 
SAN FRANCISCO 


SEPTEMBER 12 TO 17, 1955 


for 


When Ruby Short McKim will 


~willenjoy..meeting 
you again at this important doll 
showing and sale. 


The EMPORIUM will leave the 
dolls on exhibit the week of Sept. 
419 to 24 to accommodate those who 
Qe get in the first week. 

Included in the show will be 
dolls from all around the world, 
varying in price from little souve- 
nir types at 50 cents, up to color- 
ful, exquisitely made European 
dolis at $20.00. They are almost 
as varied as the United Nations, 
—all being real imports! 

ANTIQUE DOLL COLLECTORS 
come in early. We'll have some 
real treasures for sale. The anti- 
que section will be larger than be- 
fore, and real collector dolls at 
reasonable prices will be available. 
Please tell other collectors, and 
remember the date and place: 
SEPT. 12 to 17, THE EMPORIUM, 

SAN FRANCISCO. 
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+ 
A magazine in miniature, Safely First 
¢ 


Elaine Carey showed me this 
homemade gadget for the preser- 
vation of china doll legs, but she 


demurred; “not original, but for 
the life of me, I can’t think who 
showed me this trick.” 


Anyway, it works neatly to hold 
apart breakable limbs; an empty 
epool, a rubber band poked through 
it, the two end loops slipped over 
dollie’s calves. We used a but- 
tonhole twist, little spool and a 
tiny band for a smaller doll. Good 
goin’, and yes, this contraption 
would look better under long skirts. 


Here is a hint your Doll Talk 
readers might appreciate. I have 
found that sometimes in freshen- 
ing a doll up a bit, it is a simple 
procedure to turn a faded gar- 
ment inside out. The inside is not 
faded! It is usually a matter of 
taking out a seam or hem and re- 
sewing on the other side, which is 
no chore even to an inexperienced 
seamstress. Among others, I have 
used this on a Hungarian man’s 
vest and a Navajo woman’s skirt, 
both blue. Blue and green always 
seems to be the fading-est colors! 
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“UP TO THE NECK” 

Pictures rate first, and any trip- 
per would sigh at the sight of 
palms, ocean and tea under a huge 
umbrella, all in one little picture 
on a letterhead from Manasota 
Key. The letter from Marjorie 
Cheyney thereon, had some doll 
business and the announcement 
of a first grandchild, but this is 
the Correspondence Clipping para- 
graph we really checked to share: 

“As the Letitia Penns re-elected 
me president of the Philadelphia 
Doll ‘Collectors’ Club for another 
two years, I suppose I’ll be up in 
doll work to my ‘neck when I re- 
turn in the fall. Until then, I’ll be 
lazily happy up to that neck in 
the pleasant waters of the Gulf!” 


WILLING WORKERS __ 


A recent letter from Mrs. Albert 
Reich told how thrilled she had 
been to receive the gift of a Kim- 
port Martin Luther doll. It had 
been bought for her by the Castor 
Gardens Lutheran Church, (Phila- 
delphia) in appreciation of her 
showing “God’s Global Family.” 
Yes, Mrs. Reich has a family of 
about 200, who make appearances 
for (Christian Missionary work; 
they have some dates for as far 
ahead as a September 1956 con- 
vention. : 


BLUE RIBBON REPEAT 

Amy V. Fisher, rushing around 
for a trip leave, took time to re- 
port another First Prize on her 
exhibit at their local Hobby 
Show. Last year’s blue ribbon had 
been awarded to her arrangement 
of State Dolls in connection with 
hand-made paper flowers, the vari- 


ous State flowers, a) 
grouped with each doll. 

This year, she had duties which 
took her from home at show time, 
but a loyal friend carried on. She 
used Mrs. Fisher’s foreign dolls in 
conjunction with an imposing big 
globe, spotting in such varying 
ones aS that dear old Chinese 
Ricksha, some Japanese festival 
group and a Guatemalan weaver 
“to help break up the stiff effect 
of all standing dolls—thought you 
at Kimport might be proud to learn 
of your doll family successes up 
here in Pennsylvania.” Yes, ma’m, 
thank you—Blue is our favorite 
color for ribbons. 


S. M. SETS US STRAIGHT 


That’s Stella Masten, music 


) , ’ ‘ 
Mrs. Masten has had something 
like 300 Kimport Dolls through 
our years together, so we’re not 
pouting. With sugar coating, she 
begins: “Read Doll Talk from 
cover to cover and hope they al 
ways keep on coming, so, bette 
late than never. I got a chuckle 
out of the Korean musician story, 
which in turn reminded me of 
your Geisha Girl ‘with a lute,’ 
True, she is a musician, but she’s 
the lady with a samisen! The 
sami'sen is a three stringed musical 
instrument of Japan, resembling a 
banjo—right? If not, I beg your 
humble pardon. You may remem- 
ber that I have your three Geisha 
girls and they’re tops. 

“Now that February picture un- 
der the palms, how comfortable 
can you get in your search for 
dolls? And I had always pictured 
you as such an industrious person!” 


: 


: 
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CLIPPINGS 
“Do lots of sewing for my doll 
family—but they don’t eat, for 
which I am very thankful!” 
—Mrs. Mildred C. Mayer, Ohio 


“Liberty’s King Arthur and the 
Moroccan woman just’ arrived 
from Kimport. We all purred our 
sweetest “Ah’s” for His Majesty, 
but the leather desert woman just 
got a plain “Oh.” However, the 
more we study her, the more in- 
dispensable she becomes.” 

—Mrs. Joseph Smith, Jr., N. J. 


“Last year I sent my niece a 
subscription to Doll Talk. She has 
gotten the biggest thrill out of it 
but says I have made her a ‘frus- 
trated woma?ri. ~™~-arry’ "more 
than I am. Wish iwe could have 
’em unlimited!” 

—Isabella Harsch, Ohio 


“From the comments I heard 
@: my dolls when I showed 
them at the State Fair Antique 


show, I learned that people picked 
them out for two reasons; first, 
the clothes, and second because 
they looked for dolls that they 
used to have when they were 
young.” 

—Vivian Rasberry, Kansas 


' “At our Home Bureau Hobby 
Show, I exhibited fifteen of my 
collection dolls. I was glad to give 
interested people the name of 
Kimport as I love to see others 
share the joy of collecting truly 
lovely dolls.” 

‘—Mrs. Claude Dubree, IIl. 


CORRESPONDENCE “Tt seems to me that people who 


have the joy of collecting and 
working with dolls have a tie that 


is different from the usual busi- | 


ness transaction.” 
—Florence Curriden, Ill. 


“Flora Jacob’s book, ‘The His- 
tory of Doll Houses’ is really a 
prize and very well written.” 

—Betty Seidel, Pa. 


In May-June Doll Talk, that 
grand little book for _ collectors, 
you have pictures of jewel bead 
dolls. Once I made some of them, 
got the idea from a costume pin 
that I got years back. It was a 
lot of tiny dollies attached to a 
white har pin. 

—Alma G. (Hart) Keyser, Wa. 


“The-little Newsboy is even much 
sweeter than you had pictured 
him. We all agree he is about the 
nicest doll of all—such detail!” 

—Mrs. Gertrude Haley, Calif. 


“T sometimes mount smaller dolls 
onto musical stands which my 
husband makes for me. Best of 
everything to you nicest of doll 
folks!” —Grayce Neff, Colo. 


“T use tiny dolls for ‘tie-ons’ on 
gifts.” —Mrs. Claire Fawcett, Mo. 


“Last year I did a thesis (M.A.) 
for the University of Illinois School 
of Speech entitled, ‘Nineteenth 
Century Dollx as Costume Evi- 
dence’.” —Mrs. Betty Fair, Iowa 


“T have been very pleased with 
all my Dolls of the Month and 
look forward eagerly for each new 
arrival.” Blanche Munhollen, Calif. 


WHAT COLLECTOR 
EVER 
HAD ENOUGH DOLL STANDS? 


Maybe you think we mention stands too 
often, but every time we print a new list, 
in come the orders ‘til you’d think folks 
were just waiting for us to prod their con- 
science! 

Well, there are “Be Kind” weeks of all 
sorts, and a treasured doll certainly de- 
serves the attractive display and protection 
that our stands afford so well. A doll on 
it’s back is as helpless as a June bug! 
Let’s get them all on their feet! 

These are the good old steel and strong 
wire kind. Flat bases are large enough 
and the stand wire tilted properly forward 
to make one’s dolls stand firmly and straight. 
The wires are adjustable to the exact size. 
Top curves will spread for slender or __ 


chubby types. 

No. 31A Dolls, 3 to 5 inches No. 31D Large and Strong, 
40c Each 17” to 22” 

No. 31B Dolls 6 to 11 inches $1.25 Each 
50c Each ; 

No. 81BX Tall Holder, 10-15” No. 31E Big Antiques, 22”-30" 
60c Each $3.00 Each 3 

N°, 310 for 12” to 17” Dolls No. S1F Extra Large 33”-48” 
$1.00 Each $4.50 Each 


AND ANOTHER LATE ARRIVAL 


We finally received a repeat ship- 
ment of Mina-Ruth, the Bethlehem 
Bride, entirely hand fashioned by 
native artisans in the ancient 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
She is a ten inch cloth doll with 
softly painted stylized features, 
brown yarn hair,’ elaborately 
dressed in the ageless bridal cos- 


tume of the land of antiquity. A 


red fez type hat with coin orna- 
ments and flowing white veil adorn 
her head and her jacket and blouse 
are heavily embroidered with rain- 
bow hued patterns. The skirt and 
sleeves are black with red and 
yellow paneling and of course she 
wears her dowery around her neck 
in a necklace of large gold coins. 
No. 854A, Mina-Ruth $6.50. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. 


